Fraternity helps lead Greeks’ green efforts

For Phi Gamma Delta fraternity, ringing in the new year and a new semester meant adapting to an environmentally sound lifestyle.

The fraternity's energy-saving efforts make it the first fraternity or sorority on 
UNC's campus to go completely green.

"We are not trying to change the world by going green, we just want to be responsible citizens in Chapel Hill and try to encourage others to do this, too," said junior Penn Clarke, Phi Gamma Delta's president.

"If everybody joined in and did this, so much energy could be saved," he said.
Becoming less wasteful in general, Clarke said, is also a big part of the fraternity's environmental consciousness.

Members regularly take leftover food from meals to a homeless shelter to cut down on waste.

"These are not necessarily huge steps or great, incredible things, but they are things we can try to do to make ourselves less wasteful," said junior Will Duckett, a member of Phi Gamma Delta's green committee.

This week the fraternity will begin a new recycling program to ensure that any disposed recyclables will be taken to a recycling center. Clarke also said members are working to get rid of all Styrofoam cups and replace them with recyclable cups at the house.

"I know people have tried this in the past," said Matthew Putterman, president of Alpha Epsilon Pi fraternity.

"They're leading by example. (It) is really cool that someone is finally stepping up and doing it."

The idea to turn the fraternity into a more environmentally friendly organization came about after a few members realized how much money could be saved in reducing energy loss.

"It seems like whenever you hear about fraternities in the news, you hear about hazing or negative aspects," Clarke said. "We wanted to change that."

In exploring changes, one of the difficulties the green committee has encountered, Duckett said, has been trying to get people to change their behaviors.

"It's not easy, but everyone sees we are trying to do something different," he said.
"Everyone's on board - it's just going to be a gradual process - it doesn't happen overnight."
Family sues over drowning during alleged sorority hazing

The family of one of two women who drowned during an alleged college hazing sued a sorority for wrongful death, saying its members should have known it was dangerous to send pledges into heavy surf at night.

Kenitha Saafir, 24, had told her Alpha Kappa Alpha sorority sisters that she was afraid of the water and could not swim, attorney Carl Douglas said at a news conference last month. He claimed she was blindfolded and sent into the ocean at Dockweiler Beach dressed in a heavy sweatsuit, socks and tennis shoes.

Alpha Kappa Alpha, founded in 1908, is the oldest African American sorority in America. The suit names its leaders and those present at the beach when the women drowned on Sept. 9, 2002.

Douglas said Saafir had spoken of her fear of water during a visit to the same beach two days before she and another pledge, Kristin High, 22, drowned there.

Both Saafir and High were seniors at California State University.

Charles Albert, an attorney for the Chicago-based sorority, said in a telephone interview: "We don't believe the sorority has any liability. The individuals involved were pledging for a chapter that was suspended at the time."

Douglas said he was aware of the sorority's claim that the chapter was suspended. But he said that on the day of Saafir's death it was listed as an official chapter on the sorority's national Web site.

Albert said the sorority has an official policy against hazing which is included in its handbooks and brochures.

Douglas said the practice is banned in 42 states but continues nevertheless.
"Hazing is the dirty little secret of sororities and fraternities nationwide," he said.

Student's death likely related to fall
Florida Southern College is in mourning again. A student has died, the second in the last few months. 

"We're all trying to get through it together," said Ashley Burke. 

Flowers are lying outside the Sigma Chi fraternity house, which just lost a former vice-president.

Michael Szwed died over the weekend after falling on a slip and slide during a Greek sponsored event. 
Investigators say Szwed was out drinking until early Saturday morning. They say he went to sleep for a few hours, and then began drinking again at 7:30. 

A little later, he went to Bid Day, the day when fraternities ask new members to join. A fellow student told investigators that he took a hard fall on the slip and slide, and then went home alone.

That night, his roommate found him dead.

In an his initial report, The Polk Medical Examiner says Szwed died from a ruptured spleen, but stopped short of saying it was from his fall earlier in the day. 

It could take more than a month for the ME to publish his final report. Bid Day is the highlight of rush week, and a big event for fraternities, sororities, even administrators. 

"It was wonderful to be there," said Parker Willis, the president of Sigma Chi. 

Only later, did the campus learn that Bid Day 2008 would be remembered for something else. 
Earlier this month, two Florida Southern twins had a terrible car crash on their way back to school. One was killed. The other survived. 

Fraternity Hazing Gone Wrong

It's a parent's nightmare and a nagging fear for the people who run colleges and universities: A young fraternity pledge dies when hazing gets out of control. It's happened at least once each year for more than three decades. 
Nine months ago it happened at Chico State University in California, and this time prosecutors did something unusual: They filed felony criminal charges against the fraternity brothers involved. 
But that's not much comfort to the family of Matthew Carrington, who died during the Feb. 2, 2005, hazing accident. In his 22 years, Gabriel Maestretti has often been a role model: an altar boy, high school homecoming king and a volunteer coach. But in the past year he's also been called a "tormentor" and "a mean drunk." And earlier this month, he became something worse: a felon. 

"I did what I did out of a misguided sense of building brotherhood, and instead I lost a brother. I will live with the consequences of hazing for the rest of my life," Maestretti told the court. "My actions killed a good person, and I will be a felon for the rest of my life, and I'll have to live with that disability, but I'm alive and Matt's not."

Boarded-up on the edge of campus is the Chi Tau fraternity house. From the outside, the white building doesn't look like a crime scene. The basement, says Chico Police detective Greg Keeney, the lead investigator on the case, is another story. "It's kind of like the medieval castle dungeon," says Keeney. 
In February, at the time of Carrington's death, the dark and dirty basement would have been very cold, says Keeney. Repeatedly scribbled on the walls was the phrase, "In the basement, no one can hear you scream."

Carrington died during Chi Tau's "Hell Week." Junior fraternity brothers were in charge and were told to be tough on the pledges. Carrington was at the Chi Tau, located in Chico, Calif., north of Sacramento to support his friend, Mike Quintana. Both were sober, according to police reports. 
The two pledges were ordered downstairs and told to do calisthenics in raw sewage that had leaked on the floor. For hours, according to district attorney Mike Ramsey, they were interrogated and taunted. 

There were forced pushups and trivia quizzes. Through it all, the Carrington and Quintana were ordered to drink from a five-gallon jug of water, which was filled over and over. Fans blasted icy air on their wet bodies. They urinated and vomited on themselves. Then, according to DA Ramsey, something went terribly wrong. 

Carrington collapsed and started a seizure. Fraternity members didn't initially call an ambulance. By the time they did, it was too late. Carrington was taken to Enloe Medical Center, where his heart stopped. 
At about 5 a.m. he was pronounced dead from water intoxication, which caused the swelling of his brain and lungs. Not a single fraternity brother was there, a fact that still haunts his mother. 

Hazing is illegal in the majority of states, including California. But usually it's a misdemeanor offense that brings a slap on the wrist. Most colleges have banned hazing, and rogue Greek chapters have been suspended. But sometimes the strategy backfires. Hazing expert Hank Nuwer says once they're decertified, these chapters are accountable to no one. 

It was a problem at Chico State. Chi Tau was among a handful of suspended fraternities that had been in trouble before. For now, the school has shut down all Greek recruitment. A task force is overhauling all the rules for student conduct. And University President Paul Zingg has threatened the ultimate punishment -- an outright ban on fraternities and sororities. 

"They talk about integrity and scholarship and holy friendship forever," says Zingg. "And I basically said, if that's really what you believe in, you've got a respected place on this campus. But if you're nothing but drinking clubs masquerading as fraternities, you don't." 

There's a growing movement to toughen the penalties for hazing. Two states, New York and Florida, have done it already, and Carrington's parents say now it should be California's turn. They want hazing out of the education code and charged under the penal code, like other violent crimes. 
But even that's not enough, says Debbie Smith. Something else has to change: the mindset that considers hazing just part of college life. 

"I understand that they didn't intend to kill Matt," she says. "My hope is that they learned something, that we all learned something, and that they can teach others from their experience so that we don't have to have this keep happening to our children." 

For other students, the message hasn't sunk in yet. Despite the trauma of Carrington's death, two more Greek organizations at Chico State have already been suspended for misconduct this semester.
3 students charged in alcohol-related death

Three fraternity members at Clemson University were charged with misdemeanors after a freshman died of alcohol poisoning during an off-campus party, a prosecutor said Wednesday.

The students' activities did not directly lead to the death of 18-year-old Benjamin Garrison Sprague, prosecutor Chrissy Adams said. But the three students, all members of the fraternity Sigma Nu, face charges that include transferring beer and liquor to a minor and using fake identification to buy alcohol.

"Ben made choices that night to consume alcohol, and he consumed alcohol in excess, and that led to his death," Adams said. "These boys made a mistake by providing the alcohol and having it available at a fraternity party to underage drinkers."

Sprague died of alcohol poisoning Dec. 9 at an off-campus Sigma Nu fraternity house. He had a blood-alcohol level of nearly 0.38 percent — about five times above the legal threshold for driving, Oconee County Coroner Karl Addis has said.

Adams said Sprague, who had recently been initiated into the fraternity, had been drinking for four hours before he arrived at the party. Adams read a statement from Sprague's parents that said, "While we acknowledge Ben's errors in judgment, we do not believe his errors overshadow his goodness."

While their punishments could range anywhere from fines to about one month in jail, Adams said the students are eligible for a pretrial intervention program. If they are admitted and successfully complete the program, the charges would be removed from their records.

From Togas to Yoga: Fraternities Try to Alter Image
When asked about his fraternity's latest, wildest, hottest party, freshman and new Sigma Phi Epsilon recruit Lin Chen at Georgetown University in Washington, D.C., brings up pumpkins. Not togas or beer bongs, but pumpkins. And not pumpkin smashing, either.

"[We] laid down some tarps and just started carving. Music, hot cider, [got] the real family feel together," he says.

Fraternity President Paul Happel says he and his brothers aren't about random drunken hookups, either. They are trying to do something different.

Sigma Phi Epsilon has taken on a new agenda, and it goes by the name of Balanced Man. The principles: leader, scholar, athlete and gentleman. There's a lot of talk about being gentlemen.

They have thrown out the defining first step of fraternity membership: pledging. That means freshmen like Chen don't have to scrape out the pumpkin seeds — or do unspeakable things with them. Chen says that if there were hazing and endless keggers, he never would have joined.

Sigma Phi Epsilon isn't the only one trying the "classy frat guy" style. According to the North American Interfraternity Conference, half of its 350,000 undergraduates are in these "re-imagining the frat"-type programs. With names like Men of Principle and the True Brother Initiative, the programs prop up civility, scholarship and virtue.

But these programs weren't exactly born out of some lofty ideal.

Basically, frat-boy culture spawned so many disasters on college campuses that chapters kept getting shut down. Now, people like Mike Hayes, director of fraternities at the University of Maryland, are hesitantly allowing some chapters to reopen — as long as they are "balanced men."

Hayes says universities have been pushing fraternities to focus on honor and scholarship for years now. But finally, the fraternities' headquarters are on board.

As for the kids who want to be animals, who aren't into wine tastings and group study sessions, Hayes says, "I don't think they're going to have a choice. I think the headquarters and the universities are now in sync, and so the undergraduates won't have a choice. I think it's one of the first times in my 20 years where I've seen something that I believe will stick."

New Gay Fraternity Hopes to Boost Activism

UC Berkeley’s only gay fraternity will be offering its first bids this semester in an effort to push gay rights to the forefront of campus politics. 

Preceded by a chapter of gay fraternity Delta Lambda Phi that existed briefly in the 1990s, Sigma Epsilon Omega, founded this semester by junior Travis Garcia, aims to be UC Berkeley’s only gay fraternity to register with the Interfraternity Council, a process which will require $1 million in liability coverage. 

With the goal of establishing a fraternity house by next fall, Sigma Epsilon Omega is already registered as a student group. 

Though Sigma Epsilon Omega will function as a general social fraternity, it will be politically and professionally oriented around the gay movement, Garcia said. 

“As a fraternity, Sigma Epsilon Omega is hoping to appeal not only to existing active members of the Berkeley gay community, but also to members of the gay community that have not yet found an organization that has aligned with their common interests or goals,” he said in a statement. 

While Sigma Epsilon Omega has garnered generally positive feedback from campus and the Greek council, Garcia said he does not foresee a process free from opposition. 

Yet, Garcia said he will attack the opposition head-on through debates. 

“For being such a progressive campus, gay rights have kind of been on the back burner,” he said. “We are going to be unique because we are going to take an active approach to addressing gay issues.” 

Sigma Epsilon Omega should not be seen as the gay fraternity, but rather as an alternative form of campus involvement and another choice members of the gay community can make, said Billy Curtis, director of the Gender Equity Resource Center at UC Berkeley. 

Though Sigma Epsilon Omega may be UC Berkeley’s only gay fraternity, the Greek system has generally been very accepting of homosexuality, Garcia said.
“With over 30 chapters, the IFC has a proud and storied tradition of being an inclusive and diverse organization,” said IFC President Nikhil Bhagat. “SEO, and other organizations, will be welcomed and evaluated according to the same basic standards of membership as any other fraternal organization.” 

Misogyny claim leveled at frat
Members of the Yale Women's Center board threatened to initiate legal action Sunday after discovering a photograph posted on Facebook.com depicting 12 Yale students affiliated with the Zeta Psi fraternity posing in front of the Center with a sign reading "We Love Yale Sluts." 

The picture made its rounds through e-mail inboxes around Yale's campus Sunday night, enraging some members of the University community offended by what they perceived to be its misogynistic overtones. The men photographed in front of the Women's Center are Zeta Psi "pledges" -- students attempting to join the fraternity. 

In an apologetic statement sent to the Women' Center board Sunday night and published in today' News, Zeta Psi Eta Chapter President Jonathan Charest '0 said he hopes to resolve the situation with the directors of the Women' Center themselves. 

"The officers of the fraternity are open and willing to meet with the leaders of the Yale Women' Center to discuss this issue further and address solutions of this kind of irresponsible behavior," he wrote. 

Since sending the statement, Charest said, he has received no response from the Center. Charest and other members of the fraternity declined further comment. 

But the fraternity' apology was "not enough" for the directors of the Women' Center, who outlined their reaction to the event and the subsequent apology in a column in today' News. In the column, the directors wrote that the fraternity only apologized when threatened with legal action and said the situation is akin to white students' holding up a sign with a racial epithet in front of a cultural house. 

Sunday night, Kathryn Olivarius said the Women's Center became aware of the photograph when a friend showed it to her. 

The Center forwarded the picture around campus in an e-mail with the subject "This Time We Sue," sent from womens.center@yale.edu. "This is sexual harassment," read the enclosed message. "Lawyers have been consulted, and we are taking legal action." 

Olivarius-McCallister said the Center will pursue legal action as quickly as possible. 

Zeta Psi's Yale chapter could also face penalties from the national organization, pending an investigation of the incident. The photo may be in violation of the national organization's risk-management guidelines. 

Such violations, though investigated on a case-by-case basis by the national organization, could ultimately lead to the revocation of Zeta Psi's charter by the national organization. 



Delta Chi T-shirt offends parts of 
Miami UNIVERSITY greek community

A slogan written on Delta Chi fraternity's rush T-shirts this semester has caused some controversy within the Greek community at Miami University.

"(The meaning of the slogan) is to be left up to the person reading the shirt," said Anthony DePina, president of the Delta Chi chapter at Miami.

"No one over 150 after 1:50" was printed on the backside of the Delta Chi rush shirts.

The slogan has been interpreted by some on Miami's campus to mean "No girl over 150 pounds after 1:50 a.m."

According to DePina, the rush shirt was only worn by brothers from the Delta Chi house.

The Interfraternity Council (IFC) met with Delta Chi Monday to discuss repercussions from the shirt slogan.

"Delta Chi would first of all sign a contract ensuring IFC that they would not be wearing the shirt anymore in public or in view of anyone," said Michael Simon, vice president of public relations for the IFC. "Secondly, they are writing a letter of apology to (the) Panhellenic (Association) as well as all sororities on campus and the Women's Center."

According to Dickerson, sororities have been given the opportunity to sign a letter to voice how they feel about the message of the shirts.

Gamma Phi Beta has signed a petition concerning the shirts, according to Katherine Ruhl, president of the Miami chapter.

"We previously thought really highly of Delta Chi ... we were just really shocked they would have a shirt that had such an offensive slogan on it," Ruhl said.

According to Ruhl, Gamma Phi Beta is more concerned with how the shirts reflect on the Greek community.

"The greek community has been working really hard on being an all inclusive environment," she said. "I think that the shirt is offensive to a lot of people and just reflects poorly on the Greek community as a whole."

Ruhl said she does recognize that not all members of Delta Chi were in favor of the shirts.

"The actions of a few people have consequences for a lot of people," Ruhl said. "I have no doubt that this wasn't a decision made by the whole of Delta Chi. Things like this don't reflect the views of everyone in their chapter."

DePina has asked the members of Delta Chi to no longer wear the shirts.

4 students arrested in hazing investigation
Yet another Florida fraternity chapter is under investigation for hazing, the latest in a string of recent cases involving university students from Tallahassee to Orlando.

Early Saturday, police arrested two Florida State University and two Tallahassee Community College students on misdemeanor hazing charges, after 31 Sigma Phi Epsilon pledges were found in a crawl space at the back an off-campus house.

FSU police Maj. Jim Russell said the arrested fraternity brothers - FSU students Drew Johnson, 22, and Joshua Vincent, 19; and TCC students Eric Fernandez, 19, and Nicholas Finazzo, 18 - tried to run from the house after officers investigating an anonymous complaint of hazing arrived to find the pledges.

The 31 young men were shivering in the 30-degree weather. They were covered in raw eggs, catfish-stink bait, flour and vinegar, and their bodies were red with welts, Russell said.

FSU officials suspended the chapter Monday, and Russell said police are still investigating to determine whether other fraternity brothers are responsible.

The arrests come two weeks after the University of Central Florida suspended its Sigma Phi Epsilon chapter because of hazing charges, the third such suspension at UCF within the past year.

Meanwhile, a Tallahassee judge Monday sentenced two Florida A&M University students to two years in prison, their punishment for the first convictions since lawmakers made violent hazing a felony crime.

Lawmakers in 2005 increased the penalties for hazing convictions involving serious injury or death, raising those cases from a misdemeanor to a third-degree felony.

The FAMU case was the first tried under the felony hazing law. Five fraternity brothers were charged in April with the hazing of Kappa Alpha Psi pledge Marcus Jones, who testified that his buttocks was beaten so severely he bled through his jeans.

A jury in December found two of the men guilty, and a judge Monday sentenced 23-year-old Michael Morton and 25-year-old Jason Harris to two years in prison.

In November, the University of South Florida shut down the Lamda Chi Alpha chapter for hazing and alcohol violations.

Also this fall, UF suspended its Pi Kappa Alpha chapter - still under punishment for earlier hazing and alcohol violations - amid reports that three women, one of them a 17-year-old high school student, were drugged at a party inside the chapter's house.

Prosecutors recently dropped charges against the fraternity, but UF officials are still investigating.

Frat Boys Charged in Vile Hazing
Two city men were charged yesterday with forcing fraternity pledges at upstate Hartwick College to do pushups in urine-soaked garbage containing broken glass.

The duo, along with a third frat brother, also made pledges carry feces-covered rocks for miles, police said.

Peter Torabkhan, 21, of Manhattan, Michael Scandiffio, 21, of Queens, and Steven Collum, 21, of Ballston Lake, were all charged with first-degree hazing, a misdemeanor.

Hartwick, in Oneonta, said it was suspending the Alpha Chi Rho fraternity and the three students.  "An investigation is currently underway," the college said in a statement.

The sickening allegations surfaced after an Alpha Chi Rho pledge came forward last week to say that he had suffered cuts on his hands and legs and described the hazing, state police said.

Another fraternity brother, Yury Pertsovsky, 19, of Brooklyn, made a threatening phone call to the victim, police said. Pertsovsky was charged with aggravated harassment.

The arrests come just months after a bizarre hazing incident involving the school lacrosse team in February. Rookie players were made to strip, had their hands duct-taped together and were told to drink a keg of beer, police said.

Another frat, Alpha Sigma Phi, was suspended in March after two students were treated at a hospital for alcohol poisoning, authorities have said.

